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 ̧ materials

o One ready-to-assemble  

bookcase* 

o One package No. 6× 
15⁄8-inch drywall screws

o One quart each latex 

primer and latex semi-

gloss enamel paint

o One custom desktop 

(fabricated by local 

countertop shop)

o Four dowel screws,  
1⁄4-inch diameter by  

11⁄2 inches long (for 

attaching legs)

o Four 29-inch-tall 

tapered pine legs**

o One piece of 1×3 

(nominal) poplar, 6 

feet long (for upper/

lower door tracks)

o One package No. 

6×3⁄4-inch flathead 

wood screws

o One quarter-sheet of 
1⁄2-inch birch plywood 

(for sliding doors)

  *Model 760W; Whittier Wood 
Products; 800/653-3336

 **Model CL-02010974; Van 
Dyke’s Restorers; 800/558-
1234; www.vandykes.com

 ̧ tools

o No. 2 Phillips  

screwdriver (or driver 

bit for drill)

o Drill

o Drill bits (1⁄8, 3⁄16 with 

countersink)

o Tape rule

o Angle square

o Portable circular saw 

with straightedge 

guide

o Table saw (with 

standard and dado 

blades)

o Sanding block with 

150-grit sandpaper

o Paintbrushes

o Spade or Forstner drill 

bit, 3⁄4-inch diameter

o Hammer

o Nail set

Get Going
Refer to the assembly

instructions that come with the 

bookcase and the illustrations 

on page 92 for part names, 

sizes, and details. Note that 

some dimensions or details 

may change if you use a 

bookcase from a different  

manufacturer.

Follow the bookcase 

assembly instructions, with a 

couple of exceptions. First, use 

15⁄8-inch drywall screws driven 

through the side panels to 

secure the ends of the  

intermediate shelves; this 

renders them nonadjustable 

but makes for a more stable 

assembly. Second, use the  

circular saw to cut the back 

panel into two pieces—one 

upper and one lower—to 

create the necessary gap for 

the pass-through area. Cut 

the upper portion to a height 

that allows it to nest along the 

top and cover the back edge 

of shelf No. 1. Cut the lower 

portion to a height of 293⁄4 

inches from the floor. With a 

11⁄2-inch-thick countertop, this 

yields a desktop height of 311⁄4 

inches.

Paint the bookcase, shelves, 

and table legs by sanding all  

surfaces and applying latex 

primer, then one or two coats 

of latex semigloss enamel.

Install Desktop
To save time, have a local  

countertop fabricator make the 

desktop for you. Dimensions 

are given on the illustration. 

Note that one end of the 

desktop is slightly narrower 

than the other. This is because 

the desktop is notched on 

each long side to accom-

modate the face trim on the 

side panels of the bookcase.

 Fit the desktop in place, 

then secure a leg to the 

underside of each corner with 

a dowel screw. Do not glue the 

legs to the desktop; they must 

be detachable so the project 

can be disassembled later and 

moved, if necessary.

 To stabilize the desktop, 

drive screws through the side 

panels of the bookcase into 

the desktop edge.

 

Make Tracks
and Doors
Mill the 1×3 poplar stock into 

the profiles shown in the detail 

illustrations of the upper and 

lower tracks. To do this, first 

use a table saw to rip the stock 

to 2 inches wide, then install 

a dado blade and cut 1⁄2-inch-

deep grooves to match the 

upper track detail. Reinstall 

the standard blade and cut 

the piece in half to yield two 

3-foot-long pieces. Designate 

one for the lower track. Set 

the rip fence to 1⁄2 inch, then 

set the lower track piece on 

its edge with the flat (non-

grooved) face against the rip 

fence. Using a push stick for 

safety, cut away the top face of 

that piece (three narrow strips 

will be  

cut away); this will yield the 

shallower groove required for 

the lower track.

Cut the tracks to length to  

fit just inside the bookcase; in 

our example, that dimension is 

303⁄8 inches.

Drill approximately four 

evenly spaced holes (3⁄16-inch 

diameter, with countersink) 

in the grooves of each track. 

(Stagger the holes, two in one 

groove and two in the other.)

Sand, prime, and paint 

to match the bookcase. Let 

dry, then fasten the tracks as 

shown to the desktop (lower 

track) and to the underside of 

shelf No. 1 (upper track) with  
3⁄4-inch wood screws.

Cut the two sliding doors, 

each measuring 16×123⁄4 

inches, from birch plywood. If 

you use a different bookcase 

model, the doors should be 1⁄2 

inch taller than the distance 

between the upper and lower 

tracks and wide enough to 

Skill level:-Beginner 

Time to complete:- 

1–2 weekends, including 

painting

Estimated cost: $300, 

plus bookcase
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overlap by about an inch at 

the center of the bookcase 

opening.

With a drill and spade or 

Forstner bit, drill a 3⁄4-inch-

diameter finger-pull hole in 

each door.

Test-fit by inserting the top 

edge of each door into its 

upper track groove, then  

lowering it slightly to nest in 

the groove of the lower track. 

When you’re satisfied with the 

fit, remove the doors to sand 

and paint them. Let dry, then 

install the doors in the tracks.

Move and Assemble
If you’ve built the desk in your 

garage or workshop, you’ll 

need to partially dismantle it 

to move it. Remove the sliding 

doors and back out the screws 

holding the side panels to the 

desktop. Back out the screws 

in the legs on the narrow end 

of the desktop and retract the 

desktop from the bookcase. 

You should now be able to 

move these sections through 

doorways and into the desired 

room, where you can reas-

semble them.

make it yourself

www.diyideas.com


